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The New Syrian Arbitration Act

Law No. 4
The President of the Republic

In accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution.

And based on the People’s Assembly
enactment in its session dated 9/3/1429
Hij., 17/3/2008 Gregorian.

Promulgates the following:

Chapter One
General Provisions

For the purposes of this Act, the terms
and expressions set out hereunder shall
have the meaning ascribed next to it:

Arbitration: a legal consensual dispute
settlement method in lieu of the judicial
system, whether the body entrusted-to
carry out the arbitral procedures “by
virtue of agreement of the parties is an
institution or a permanent “arbitration
center or not. ok

The Arbitral Tribunal: a.panel composed
of one or more arbitrators to resolve a
referred ” to

dispute arbitration in
accordance» with the terms of the
arbitration’agreement.

"\
The. “Arbitration  Agreement:  an

agreement by which the two parties
agree to resort to arbitration to resolve
all or certain disputes which have arisen
or which may arise between them in
respect of a defined legal relationship,
whether contractual or not.

The Parties to Arbitration: the two
parties to arbitration or the parties to
arbitration.
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Commercial Arbitration: arbitration in
which the subject matter of the dispute
arises out of a legal relationship of a
commercial nature, whether contractual
or not.

International Commercial Arbitration:
the arbitration in which the subject
matter of the dispute is related to
international trade, even if the
arbitration is conducted in Syria, as in
the following cases:

1. If the two parties to an arbitration
agreement have, at the time of the
conclusion of that agreement, their
principal places of business in two
different States; if a party has more than
one place of business, the place of
business is that which has the closest
relationship to the arbitration agreement;
and if he does not have a place of
business, reference is to be made to his
habitual residence.

@
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2. If the principal place of business.of
the two parties is located in the same
State at the time of conclusion of the
arbitration agreement, and. one of the
following places is-situated outside that
State:

\
(@) The place ”of arbitration as
determined ) iny or pursuant to, the
arbitration agreement.

"\
(b) The place where a substantial part of
the obligations of the commercial
relationship between the parties is to be
performed.

(¢) The place with which the subject-
matter of the dispute is most closely
connected.

3. The subject matter of the arbitration
agreement relates to more than one
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country.

Article 2:

1. Without prejudice to the international
conventions in force in the Syrian Arab
Republic, the provisions of the present
Act shall apply to any arbitration
conducted in Syria; it shall also apply to
any international commercial arbitration
conducted abroad if the two parties
agree to subject it to the provisions of
this Act.

2. Arbitration in respect of disputes over
administrative contract shall remain
subject to the provisions of article (66)
of the Procurement Act, enacted by Law
No. 51 0f 9/12/2004.

Article 3:

1. In arbitration matters that are within
the scope of this Act, jurisdiction shall
be vested to the Court of Appeal in
whose circuit arbitration is conducted,
unless the two parties agree on the
jurisdiction of another Court of Appeal
in Syria. o,

)
N

2. The Court to which jurisdiction is
vested under the preceding paragraph,
shall remain competent ‘alone until the
completion of all arbitration procedures.

N

3. If the dispute.is related to a right on a
real property, “a claim notice shall be
inserted in the record of the real property
by Order taken in the deliberation room
of thecourt to which jurisdiction is
vested under the first paragraph of this
article.

Article 4:

1. Except if agreed otherwise by the
parties to the arbitration, any letter or
notice shall be delivered to the addressee
personally, or at his place of business,
habitual residence or mailing address, as
known or determined in the arbitration
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agreement or the contract, through the
judicial officers in the appellate court
circuit defined in article (3) of this Act.

2. If none of the addresses referred to in
the preceding paragraph could be found,
the addressee shall be deemed as served
if service is made by registered mail to
his last-known place of business,
habitual residence or mailing address

3. Service shall be deemed as delivered
on the next day of the date it was made
in the manner defined in the preceding
two paragraphs.

4. The provisions of this article do not
apply to judicial communications in
court proceedings.

Article 5:
1. The two parties to arbitration shall be
free to determine the law, which the
arbitral tribunal shall apply to the
subject matter of the dispute.

@
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2. If the parties to arbitration. agree.to
subject the legal relationshipAbet\yeen
them to the provisions of* a.’ model
contract, an international (Convention or
any other document;.then. the provisions
of such document, “including those
related to arbitrati{(:n, must apply.

Article 6: »

In those cases where this Act permits the
two parties to arbitration to select the
procedure which must be followed in a
given matter, this also includes their
right to allow a third party to make such
selection.

Chapter Two
The Arbitration Agreement

Article 7:
1. The arbitral agreement may precede
the occurrence of the dispute, whether
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such agreement exists independently or
as a clause in a given contract in
connection with all or certain disputes
which may arise between the parties. In
such case, the subject matter of the
dispute must be determined in the
statement of claims referred to in Article
(27) hereof.

The arbitral agreement may also be
concluded after the occurrence of a
dispute, even when such dispute is tried
in court. In such case, the agreement
must determine the matters included in
the arbitration, otherwise it shall be null
and void.

2. Any reference in the contract to a
document containing an arbitral clause is
deemed to be an arbitral agreement, if
the reference is clear in considering such
clause as part of the contract.

Article 8:

The arbitral agreement must be in
writing otherwise it shall be null and
void. An agreement is in writing Aif it.is
included in a contract, an official or
ordinary document, or in. -minutes
drafted before the arbitral tribunal, or in
any exchange of, letters, whether
ordinary or sent through means of
written communication (e.g. email, fax,
telex), if they. establish the common
intent of »their senders to choose
arbitration, as a dispute settlement
method..

Article 9:

1. Arbitral agreements may only be
concluded by natural or artificial persons
having capacity to dispose of their rights
under the applicable law.

2. Arbitration agreements are not
permitted in matters where compromise
is not allowed or in matters contrary to
public order or related to nationality or
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personal status, except where it concerns
the financial effects resulting from such
matters.

Article 10:

1. A court before which an action is
brought in a matter subject to an
arbitration agreement shall rule the case
non-admissible, if the defendant invokes
it before raising any request or defense
in the case, unless it finds that the
agreement is null and void, cancelled,
inoperative or incapable of being
performed.

2. Where an action referred to in the
preceding paragraph has been brought,
arbitral proceedings may nevertheless be
commenced or continued, and an award
may be made, while the issue is pending
before the court.

Article 11:

The arbitral clause is deemed to be an
agreement that is independent of the
other terms of the contract. The
expiration, nullity, repudiation,
revocation or termination of the contract
shall not affect the arbitral. clause
therein, provided such clause is valid per
se, unless agreedotherwise by the
parties.

N

O

Chapter Three
The Arbitral Tribunal

"\
Article12:
1. The arbitral tribunal is composed, by
agreement between the parties, of one
arbitrator or more. Failing such
agreement, the number of arbitrators
shall be three.

2. If there is more than one arbitrator,
the tribunal must, under pain of nullity,
be composed of an odd number of
arbitrators.
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Article 13:

1. The arbitrator must not be a minor,
subject to interdiction or deprived of his
civil rights by reason of a judgment
against him for a felony or misdemeanor
contrary to morality or by reason of
declaration of bankruptcy, unless he has
been rehabilitated.

2. The arbitrator need not be of a
specific sex or nationality, unless the
parties to arbitration agree otherwise.

Article 14:

1. If a dispute arises and the two parties
have not agreed on the selection of
arbitrators, the following shall apply:

(a) If the arbitral tribunal is composed of
one arbitrator, the court defined in
article (3) hereof shall proceed in
choosing the arbitrator on request of any
one of the two parties. \
N\

(b) If the arbitral tribunal is compose?a of
three arbitrators, each party shall select
one arbitrator, and the two iarbitrators
shall agree on the selection of the third
arbitrator. N\

N
(¢) If either party”fails to appoint the
arbitrator within thirty days of receipt of
a request to do so from the other party,
orif the two appointed arbitrators fail to
agree on the third arbitrator within thirty
days of the more recent appointment, the
selection shall be made, upon request of
either party, by the court or other
authority specified in article (3) of this
Act, by order taken in the deliberation
room. The arbitrator selected by the two
arbitrators appointed as aforesaid or by
the court shall preside over the Arbitral
Tribunal. These provisions shall apply to
cases where the Arbitral Tribunal is
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composed of more than three arbitrators.

2. The number or arbitrators appointed
by the Court shall be equal to the
number agreed upon by the two parties.

3. In appointing the arbitrators, the court
shall observe the conditions required by
the present Act and those agreed upon
by the two parties and shall issue its
decision in this regard expeditiously in
the deliberation room after addressing a
service of process to the two parties.

4. The court shall take any measure that
the two parties or a third party should
have taken in respect of the selection of
the arbitrators, but has not taken it,
either because of the disagreement of the
two parties or because of the failure of
such third party to take such measure.

5. The order issued in accordance with
this article shall not be subject to any
form of appeal. An order rejecting a
request of appointment shall be subject
to appeal before the Court of «Cassation
within thirty days of the communication
of such order, and the court shall rule on
appeal within a period_of thirty days
from the date of its'receipt of the case
file. N\

N
Article 15: 0
Any person. who assaults an arbitrator
during \the exercise or because of his
arbitration’ mission shall be punished
with, the same penalty that applies to
assaults against judges.

Article 16:

1. The court defined at article (3) of this
Act shall, upon request of the most
hastening party, appoint an alternative
arbitration in the following two cases:

(a) If the arbitrator fails to start his
work.
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(b) If the arbitrator withdraws from his
office, or if an obstacle prevents him
from exercising his mandate, or if he is
dismissed or a challenge against him is
admitted.

2. A substitute arbitrator shall be
appointed pursuant to the procedures
followed for the selection of the
arbitrator whose mission has ended.

Article 17:

1. The arbitrator's acceptance of the
mission entrusted to him shall be in
writing and bear his signature, either in
the arbitration agreement, or in an
independent document which evidences
his acceptance or in the minutes of the
arbitration hearing. He must disclose to
the two parties to arbitration and to the
other arbitrators any circumstance which
are likely to raise doubts as to his
impartiality or independence, whether
existing when he accepted his mission or
occurring during the arbitral
proceedings. The two parties “.in
arbitration shall have the choice between
either accepting that he continues his
arbitration mission or requesting that he
steps aside.

|

2. An arbitrator. who has accepted to
assume  his~. mission may not
unjustifiably. ‘withdraw from office,
otherwise he” shall be liable for any
damages caused to both parties or to any
one of them.

Article 18:

1. An arbitrator may not be challenged,
except on the grounds on the challenge
of judges, or where he ceases to meet
any of the conditions for wvalid
appointment as provided in this Act.

2. Neither party may challenge the
arbitrator he appointed or in whose
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appointment he participated except for
reasons of which he becomes aware
after such appointment is made.

Article 19:

1. The challenge application shall be
submitted in writing with supporting
documentary evidence to the court
defined in article (3) of this Act within
fifteen days from the date at which the
applicant became aware of the grounds
justifying the challenge.

2. The said court shall consider the
challenge application in the deliberation
room and shall rule on it in a final
decision after hearing the challenged
arbitrator.

3. The submission of the challenge
application shall result in the suspension
of the arbitral proceedings as well as its
time, until the issuance of a decision
rejecting challenge, or wuntil the
substitute arbitrator accepts his arbitral
mission. 5
AN
4. No challenge application ~shall” be
admitted from a party,/“who has
previously  submitted _(a. challenge
application against the same arbitrator in
the same arbitration on the same ground.

\
5. If the challenge of the arbitrator is
admitted, »rally~ ensuing procedures,
including the arbitral award, shall be
deemed. void as of the date of the
occurrence of the ground giving rise to
the challenge.

Article 20:
1. An arbitrator or arbitrators may not be
removed unless by agreement of all the
disputants.

2. If an arbitrator becomes de jure or de
facto unable to perform his functions or
fails to act or ceases to carry out such
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mission after having accepted it for
more than thirty days, he must withdraw
from his office, or otherwise be subject
to removal. In this case, if the parties do
not agree on his removal, he shall be
removed by decision of the court
defined in article 3 of this Act, taken in
the deliberation room, on application of
any one of the two parties.

3. Where the mandate of an arbitrator
terminates because a challenge against
him is admitted or because of his
removal or withdrawal from office or for
any other reason, a substitute arbitrator
shall be appointed according to the rules
that were applicable to the appointment
of the arbitrator whose mission has
terminated.

4. The submission of the request for
removal shall result in the suspension of
the arbitral proceedings as well as its
time, until the issuance of a decision
rejecting removal, or until the substitute
arbitrator accepts his arbitral mission.". -
N\
Article 21: M
1. The arbitral tribunal shall‘tule on any
pleas of lack of jurisdiction, including
pleas with respect_to, the.non-existence,
expiration, nullity or ‘non-inclusion of
the subject matter-of the dispute. Such
pleas shall be-raised before any other
plea, or otherwise the right to assert it
shall be lost.
O\

2. A plea that the issues raised by the
other” party exceed the scope of the
arbitral agreement shall be immediately
raised when the dispute is considered
otherwise the right to assert it shall be
lost.

3. A party is not precluded from raising
any of the pleas set out in the first
paragraph by the fact that he has
appointed, or participated in the
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appointment of, an arbitrator.

4. (a) The arbitral tribunal may rule on a
plea referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2)
of this article either as a preliminary
question or decide to join it to the merits
and rule upon the two issues together. In
both cases, the decision of the arbitral
tribunal shall be final.

(b) A party whose pleas have been
rejected may assert them when filing
lawsuit for annulment of the arbitral
award in accordance with article (51) of
this Act.

Chapter Four
Arbitral Proceedings

Article 22:

1. Subject to the provisions of this Act,
the two parties are free to agree on the
procedure to be followed by the arbitral
tribunal in conducting the proceedings,
including their right to subject such
proceeding to effective rules of any
organization, or a permanent arbitration
center whether in Syrian or abroad.

‘Q®

2. Failing such agreement; the arbitral
tribunal may, subject.to the provisions of
this Act, conduct the arbitration in such
manner as it consi{ilers appropriate.

Article 23::

The two parties are free to agree on the
place of ‘arbitration in Syria or abroad.
Failing- such agreement, the place of
arbitration shall be determined by the
arbitral tribunal having regard to the
circumstances of the case and the
convenience of the place for the parties.
This shall be without prejudice to the
power of the arbitral tribunal to meet at
any place it considers appropriate to take
measures in the arbitration proceedings,
such as for hearing the parties,
witnesses, or experts, or for inspection
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of goods, other property or documents.
In this case it shall notify the parties
sufficiently in advance so that they are
able to attend.

Article 24:

1. Arbitration shall be conducted in
Arabic, unless agreed otherwise by the
two parties, or unless the arbitral
tribunal decides to determine one or
several other languages. Such agreement
or decision shall apply to the language
of the documents, the written statements,
oral arguments and any award, decision
or other communication by the arbitral
tribunal, unless otherwise agreed by the
two parties or decided by the arbitral
tribunal.

2. The arbitral tribunal may require that
all or some of the written documents
submitted in the case be accompanied by
a translation through a sworn translator
into the language or languages used in
the arbitration. In case of a plurality of
such languages, translations may. "be
limited to some or one of them: Q
N

Article 25: '

The arbitral tribunal shall treat the two
parties with equality‘and each party shall
be given an equal and full opportunity of
presenting his casg -and defend his rights.

Article 26:»

The arbitral ,proceedings commence on
the next ‘day of the date on which a
request-for that dispute to be referred to
arbitration is received by the respondent,
unless otherwise agreed by the parties.

Article 27:

1. Within the period of time agreed by
the parties or determined by the arbitral
tribunal, the claimant shall send to the
respondent and the arbitral tribunal a
written statement of claim.
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2. The statement shall contain the
following information:

(a) Name and address of claimant.
(b) Name and address of respondent.

(c) Full statement of the facts supporting
his claim, with the points at issue and
the relief sought as well as other points
deemed necessary to include.

3. If the claimant fails to communicate
his written statement in accordance with
the preceding two paragraphs, and does
submit an excuse for such failure, the
arbitral tribunal may suspend the arbitral
proceedings, unless the parties agree
otherwise.

Article 28:
1. The respondent shall submit a written
statement of defense, and shall deliver a
copy thereof to the claimant at the time
agreed by parties or determined by the
arbitral tribunal. .
N\

2. Respondent may include in-his r’é‘ply
any incidental requests conn€eted to the
subject matter of the dispute, or may
assert any right arising out therefrom by
way of set-off. This right is available to
the respondent .even at a subsequent
stage of the proceedings, if the arbitral
tribunal deems that there are
circumstein.ces justifying such delay.

.
Article29:
1. The arbitral tribunal shall meet
following its formation by invitation of
its chairman. It shall hold it hearing at
the place agreed by the two parties or
the place determined in accordance with
the provision of this Act, to enable each
of the two parties to expose his case and
submit his arguments and evidence. The
arbitral tribunal may limit itself to the
written briefs and document, unless the

Al il sbeall e ) Jaiy o e 2

el () sie g anl |
Al el Glgie s aul - @

Jileudl J:\AAECALS}QJ]\ c.u\é)l il C)J.G
O G lae @ld ey cldllly o) 33 Jae
Ol alaidy

f\

Gl 385 G Bl el gy 1) -3
Glad aSaill A_u@J A Tode agral 5) il
o Glo kYl Ga Ll b akadl) G ja)

\ REIK

\
\\

)V .28 3ila
eé:ﬂ\@eie-ﬁeo‘@cgcw‘d#‘éc-l
D e ad) ) 4o da aluys Gaie leli
L 4iad (A i 0 Sl G adle i) alaal)

Sl

Lajle clidl 4 03 e o ae el
@U@Moi}i&\)ﬂ\&)@ﬂ@
o Ll ey aly dalidly adall sl 4ic
aSaltll L @l 5 13) il jaY) (e d8aY Us je

ol ¢ gt g lall

=29 3l
e ool LSS aey oSl Qi adiad o]
agle 8 A uls.d\‘_,al.@;\...d; ﬁa:l‘jl.@_».n:\:l‘)
Ol 138 s (3h 5 daaall G ) ld ylal)
gy g oS On Gkl e JS Sall Gl
iy LK) el g adlal g daaa Gl ye 5 ol o0
Sk 8 A Le Sl 3l Sl

14



Sayed
&
Sayed
two parties agree otherwise.

2. The arbitral tribunal shall give the two
parties sufficient advance notice of the
hearing time and place. The two parties
may attend such hearings in person or
through their agents.

3. Hearings shall be held in camera
unless the parties agree otherwise.

4. Unless agreed otherwise, the facts of
each hearing shall be recorded in
minutes to be signed by the members of
the arbitral tribunal as well as the two
parties to the dispute, a copy of which
shall be delivered to each party.

5. The arbitral tribunal shall proceed in
its usual proceedings even if a party fails
to appear at a hearing or to file a
document, which he was required to
submit.

Article 30:
Either party may amend or supplement
his claim or defense during the coursb of
the arbitral proceedings, and the arbitral
tribunal may not allow such/amendment
or supplement if it finds that it has come
late with the intent“to disrupt or delay
ruling on the dispute.

N
Article 31: 0
If one of the two parties to the dispute
continues' jthe  proceedings  while
knowing of the occurrence of a violation
of aiterm in the arbitration agreement, or
of a provision in this Act, which can be
subject to contrary agreement, without
objecting against such violation within
the time agreed or within a reasonable
time, in the absence of agreement, he
shall be deemed to have waived such
right of objection.

Article 32:
1. The arbitral tribunal may, by its own
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motion, or based on a request of either
party, instruct technical expertise on
some or all the issues in dispute. If the
two parties in arbitration do not agree on
the expert(s) to nominate, the arbitral
tribunal shall nominate them.

2. The arbitral tribunal shall ask the
experts to take the legal oath prior to
commencing their mission, unless the
two parties agree otherwise.

3. The two parties shall communicate to
the experts all requested information,
data, and documentation related to the
issues in dispute and shall enable them
to inspect and examine documents,
records, goods and assets. The two
parties must be informed of the time of
the inspection and examination.

4. Following the completion of their
mission, the experts shall deposit their
report with the arbitral tribunal, which
shall send a copy thereof to the. two
parties, so that each will communicate
his observations on the content of ‘the
expert report within an appropriate time
that the tribunal shall fix. ™

{
5. Following its receipt. of the expert
report, the arbitral tribunal may, by its
own motion or.based on a request of
either party, decide to hold a hearing
with the experts to discuss and clarify
the content of their report.

=

Article 33:

The arbitral tribunal may, by its own
motion or based on a request of either
party, hear witnesses, when it deems it
useful. The hearing of witnesses shall be
held following the administration of the
legal oath, unless the two parties agree
otherwise.

Article 34:
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The arbitral tribunal shall resort to the
court defined at article (3) of this Act to
take the following measures:

1. Sentence witnesses who fail to appear
or refuse to give answers without just
cause, with the legal penalties and fines.

2. Decide on judicial delegations
(commissions rogatoires).

3. Order third parties to submit
documentary evidence held by them,
which is deemed necessary to rule on the
dispute.

Article 35:

The arbitral proceedings before the
arbitral tribunal shall be interrupted in
the cases and according to the conditions
set out in the Code of Procedures, which
interruption shall give rise to the effects
prescribed in the said code.

@

Article 36: .
1. Following the closure of hearings, the
arbitral tribunal may, on its own metion
or upon application of either’ party,
reopen the hearings before the award is
made.
|

2. The arbitral ‘tribunal shall meet
following the~closure of pleadings to
deliberate and issue the final award.
Deliberat\iqn shall be in camera.

.
Chapter Five
Arbitral Award

Article 37:

1. The arbitral tribunal shall issue its
award, which shall rule on the dispute,
within the time period agreed by the two
parties. In the absence of agreement the
award must be issued within a period of
180 days as of the date of holding the
first hearing of the arbitral tribunal.
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2. In case it is difficult to rule on the
dispute within the times stated in the
preceding paragraph, the arbitral tribunal
may extend once the time of arbitration
for a duration not exceeding ninety days.

3. If the arbitral award is not rendered
within the period referred to in the
preceding two paragraphs, either of the
two parties to arbitration may request
the court defined in article (3) of this
law, within a period of ten days as of the
date of expiration, to extend once for an
additional period not exceeding ninety
days; whereupon an extension or a
denial of the request shall be issued by
the court in the deliberation room
following service to be extended to the
disputants.

4. In case of expiration of the arbitration
time in accordance with the content of
the preceding paragraphs, without the
rendering of an arbitral award, any one
of the two parties to arbitration may. file
his claim to the court -originally
competent to entertain the~ dispute,
unless the two parties, “agree on
arbitration anew. of

5. If the timelines of arbitration expire
and the arbitral tribunal has not ruled on
the dispute ~without an acceptable
excuse, any of the aggrieved parties in
arbitration_ may resort to the competent
jurisdiction to claim damages.

1 4

Article 38:

1. The arbitral tribunal shall apply to the
substance of the dispute the rules agreed
to by the two parties. It they agree on the
application of the law of a given State,
then the substantive rules of that State
shall be followed and not its conflict of
laws rules, unless the two parties agree
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otherwise.

2. If the parties fail to agree on the legal
rules to be applied to the subject matter
of the dispute, the arbitral tribunal shall
apply the substantive rules of the law it
deems most closely connected to the
dispute.

3. When deciding the dispute, the
arbitral tribunal must take into account
the terms of the contract, the subject of
the dispute, and the current usages in its
respect.

4. If the two parties in arbitration
expressly agree to authorize the arbitral
tribunal to act as amiable compositeur, it
shall rule on the dispute ex aequo et
bono, without being bound by legal
norms.

5. The arbitral tribunal may issue interim
or partial awards, prior to making the
final award.

@
A

6. Either party is entitled to request the
judge of summary matters, before or
during arbitral proceedings, to take an
interim measure of _protection in
accordance with the‘provisions set out in
the Code of Civil Procedures.

N
Article 39: 0
If, during the“arbitral proceedings, the
parties \agree to terminate the dispute,
they may request the arbitral tribunal to
record such termination. In this case, the
arbitral tribunal shall issue a decision on
agreed terms, which decision shall be
become enforceable as an arbitrators’
award.

Article 40:

If, in the course of the arbitral
proceedings, a matter lying outside the
mandate of the arbitral tribunal arises, or
if a document submitted to it is
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challenged for forgery, the arbitral
tribunal may suspend the proceedings, if
ruling on the dispute depends on
deciding such matter or on the validity
of such document.

Article 41:

1. The award shall be issued in writing
after deliberation, either unanimously or
by majority of opinion. It shall be signed
by the arbitrators, and the dissenting
arbitrator shall, upon signing, state his
opinion on the award. In case he refuses
to sign, the reasons for such refusal shall
be mentioned in the award.

2. If no majority in the opinions is
found, the presiding arbitrator may
render the award alone, according to his
opinion, and his signature on the award
shall be sufficient. Each dissenting
arbitrator, who differs with the other,
may state his opinion in writing on the
award issued by the presiding arbitrator.
Where either or both arbitrators refuse to
sign, the reasons for such refusal shall
be mentioned in the award. N\
Article 42: '

1. The arbitral award shall, include the
names of the members of the arbitral
tribunal, the names and.addresses of the
disputants,  their. capacities  and
nationalities, a.copy of the arbitration
agreement, a summary of the disputants’
claims, statements and evidence, the
dlsposi‘tl% part of the award, its date
and place of issuance.

2. The arbitral award must specify the
fees and expenses of arbitration and the
way they shall be allocated between the
two parties. In the absence of agreement
between the two parties and the
arbitrators on the determination of the
arbitrators’ fees, they shall be
determined by order of the arbitral
tribunal. Such order shall be subject to
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appeal before the court defined at article
3 of this Act. The decision of the court
on this matter shall be final.

3. The arbitral award shall be motivated,
unless the two parties agree otherwise or
the law applicable to the proceedings
does not require motivation of the
award.

4. The arbitral award shall be rendered
in the language of arbitration.

5. The arbitral tribunal shall deliver
copies of the arbitral award, signed by
all its members, to the parties to
arbitration, within a period of fifteen
days as of its issuance.

Article 43:

1. If the arbitral award is rendered in
Syria, the party in favor of whom the
award was issued shall file an original of
the award along with the arbitration
agreement, to a clerk of the court
defined at article (3) of this Act. The
chief clerk of the court shall. establish
minutes of such filing. AN
‘Q

2. The two parties to arbitration shall be
entitled to a certified ‘copy of these
minutes as well as of the award after its
ﬁllng f\\

3. If the arbitral award is rendered in a
foreign, - language, a translation into
Arabic by’ a sworn translator must be
attached to it upon filing.

Article 44:

The award or any parts thereof may not
be published, except with the approval
of the two parties.

Article 45:

The arbitral proceedings are terminated
by the issuance of the arbitral award,
which puts an end to the entire dispute.
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The proceedings are also terminated if
the arbitral tribunal decides the
termination in any of the cases referred
to in this Act, and in addition:

1. If the two parties agree to terminate
arbitration without settlement of the
dispute.

2. If the claimant leaves the dispute, or
withdraws his claim, unless the
respondent disagrees or the tribunal
finds that he has an interest in the
continuation of the proceedings until the
dispute is decided.

Article 46:

1. The arbitral tribunal may correct its
award of any computation or
typographical error by a decision issued
on its own motion or on request of either
party, provided that the other party is
notified, within a period of thirty days
following the issuance of the award or
the filing of a request for correction;
where applicable. )

\

2. The arbitral tribunal shall-issue its
decision on correction in writing in the
deliberation room within a »period of
fifteen days. If the arbitral tribunal
exceeds its authority in.correction, such
decision may be_.challenged by an action
to set aside, to.which the provisions of
articles (51) and (52) of this Act shall

apply.
PPY\\\

Article47:

1. Upon request by either party, within
thirty days of the receipt of the award,
with notice to the other party, the
arbitral  tribunal may give an
interpretation of any ambiguity in the
dispositive part of the award, or make an
additional award as to claims presented
in the proceedings but omitted from the
award.
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2. In the cases referred to in the
preceding paragraph, the other party
may submit his answer in writing to the
arbitral tribunal within a period of ten
days of its receipt of the request.

3. The arbitral tribunal shall issue its
decision in the cases referred to in
paragraph (1) of this article in the
deliberation room, without inviting the
disputants, within a period of thirty days
as of the submission of the request.

4. The award rendered in the preceding
cases shall be deemed as complimentary
to the original award and shall be
governed by the same rules governing
the original award.

5. If the arbitral tribunal is unable to
reconvene, the correction of the award,
its interpretation or the issuance of an
additional award shall be within the
jurisdiction of the court defined at article
3 of this Act.

@
A

Article 48: N\
Subject to article (46) and (47) -of this
Act, the mission of the arbitral tribunal
shall terminate with the fermination of
the arbitral proceedings..The presiding
arbitrator shall »deposit- the arbitration
file in the clerk “office of the court
defined at article (3) of this Act.

N
Chapter Six
Recourse Against Awards

Article 49:

Arbitral awards shall be issued
according to the provisions of this law.
They shall be final and not subject to
any means of appeal. Nevertheless, an
action of nullity against the arbitral
award may be filed according to the
provisions set in the following two
articles.
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Article 50:

1. An action of nullity of the arbitral
award shall not be admitted, except in
the following cases:

(a) If no arbitral agreement exists, or if it
is void, or ended by expiration.

(b) If at the time of entering into the
arbitral agreement one of the parties
thereto was minor or lacked capacity
pursuant to the law governing his
capacity.

(¢) If one of the parties to the arbitration
was unable to present his defense
because he was not properly notified of
the appointment of an arbitrator or of the
arbitral proceedings, or for any other
reason beyond his control.

(d) If the arbitral award discarded the
application of the law agreed to by the
parties on the subject matter of the
dispute.

@
A

(e) If the composition of the arbitral
tribunal or the appointment ‘of the
arbitrators has occurred in™a -manner
contrary to the law or the agreement of
the two parties.
|

(f) If the award. contains decisions on
matters not included in the arbitration
agreement or beyond the scope of such
agreement, Nevertheless, if the decisions
on matters submitted to arbitration can
be “separated from those not so
submitted, only that latter part of the
award shall be subject to nullity.

(g) If nullity occurs in the arbitral award,
or if the arbitral proceedings are tainted
by nullity affecting the award.

2. The court seized with the action of
nullity shall rule by its own motion for
the annulment of the arbitral award if its
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content violates the public order of the
Syrian Arab Republic.

Article 51:

1. Actions of nullity of the arbitral
award must be brought within thirty
days following the date the arbitral
award is notified to the party against
whom it was rendered. An action of
nullity is admissible even if the party
invoking nullity waived his right to do
so before the arbitral award was issued.

2. Jurisdiction over the action of nullity
of arbitration lies with the court defined
in Article (3) of this Act.

3. The court shall rule on the action of
nullity within a period of ninety days as
of the date of completion of the service
of process.

4. If the court rejects the action of
nullity, such ruling shall have the same
effect as exequatur of the arbitral award.
Article 52: N\
1. The ruling of the court to annul ‘the
arbitral award may be challenged before
the Court of Cassation within a period of
thirty days following, the.notification of
the judgment. N\

N
2. The Court of Cassation shall rule on
the challenge, to the decision of
annulment of the arbitral award within a
periodof ninety days from the date of its
reception of the file of the case.

Chapter Seven
Authority and Enforcement of
Arbitral Awards

Article 53:

Arbitral awards rendered in accordance
with the provisions of this Act have the
authority of res judicata and shall be
binding and executing either based on
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the will of the parties or by way of
compulsory enforcement, following its
exequatur, in case the party against
whom the award is issued refuses its
voluntary execution.

Article 54:

(a) The arbitral award shall be granted
exequatur by decision of the court
defined at article (3) of this Law, in the
deliberation room, after enabling the
other party to submit his answer to the
application within a period of ten days
as of his notification of a copy thereof.

(b) The application for exequatur shall
be accompanied by:

1. The original award or a signed copy
thereof.

2. A copy of the arbitral agreement, or
of the contract containing the arbitral
clause.

@
A

3. An Arabic sworn translation of ‘the
award in case it was issued in anether
language. e

{
4. A copy of the minutes.evidencing the
delivery of the award pursuant to Article
(43) hereof. {\\

Article 55:»

The institution of an action on nullity
shall not stay execution of the arbitral
award.» Nevertheless, the court may
order a stay of execution in the
deliberation room, for a period not
exceeding sixty days, if the plaintiff
requests it in his application, and where
it is feared that execution would cause
irreparable and serious harm. The court
may order that the plaintiff shall pay
financial security to guarantee his
opponent against the damages of the
stay of execution if it rejects the action
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for nullity.

Article 56:

1. The arbitral award shall not be
enforced before the period to file an
action for nullity has elapsed.

2. An award shall not be enforced
according to the provisions of this Act,
unless the following is verified:

(a) It is not contrary to a judgment
previously issued by the Syrian courts
on the subject matter of the dispute.

(b) It does not contain a violation of
public order of the Syrian Arab
Republic.

(c) It was properly notified to the party
against whom it was rendered

Chapter Eight .

Arbitration Centers A
%,

Article 57: AN

Permanent arbitration centers may be set
up and shall work according to the
provisions of this Act and the rules that
they shall establish.

\
Article 58: V
The rules of the Center shall contain,
among ot\l}gr things:

o ¥

1. The name, headquarters and purposes
of the Center.

2. The organizational and administrative
structure of the Center.

3. The services offered by the Center.

4. The names and qualifications of the
arbitrators accredited by the Center.
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5. The principles governing the
evaluation of the arbitration fees and
expenses and the way they are allocated.

Article 59:
The director of the Center must:

1. Hold Syrian Arab citizenship for at
lease five years and be a permanent
resident of the Syrian Arab Republic.

2. Not have been convicted of any crime
or shameful misdemeanor.

3. Hold a law degree from a university
in the Syrian Arab Republic or the
equivalent thereof.

4. Have practiced legal or judicial work
for no less than fifteen years.

Article 60:
1. The Center shall be registered by
decision of the Minister of Justice. .

AN

2. An application for registration shall
be submitted to the Ministry of Justice
with the supporting documents and the
rules of the Center-and be recorded by
the clerk office at the ministry.

\
3. A committee to review the
applications. for registration and to
submit preposals in their respect shall be
formed by-the Minister of Justice.
4. The decision to grant or refuse
registration shall be issued within a
period of sixty days of the date of
receipt of the application. The decision
of registration shall be published
together with the rules of the Center in
the Official Gazette.

5. The decision to refuse registration
shall be motivated, and shall be subject
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to challenge before the State council, in
the form of administrative adjudications.

Article 61:
The Office of Judicial Inspection at the
Ministry of Justice shall inspect

arbitration centers and shall submit
annual reports in their respect to the
Minister of Justice.

Article 62:

1. In case the Center commits a gross
violation of the provisions of this Act or
of its own rules, its registration shall be
cancelled by a reasoned decision of the
Minister of Justice to be published in the
Official Gazette. Such decision shall be
subject to challenge before the same
judicial authority indicated at paragraph
(5) of article (60) of this Act.

2. A judicial three-member Committee

shall be formed by the Minister of

Justice to manage the affairs of the

Center whose registration has been

cancelled, in accordance with its rules,

until deciding all affairs pendingunder

its auspices. ~ N\ »
'Q

3. The fees of the Committee shall be

determined by decision of the Minister

of Justice, and such remuneration shall

be disbursed from the receivables of the

Center in those-cases.

N

Article 63:

The Minister of Justice may, where

needed; issue directives to organize the

work of the arbitration centers.

Chapter Nine
Miscellaneous Provisions

Article 64:
Articles 506 to 534 of the Code of Civil
Procedures enacted by Legislative
Decree No. 84 of 1953 as amended shall
be repelled.
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Article 65:

Arbitration agreements concluded prior
to the entry into force of this Act shall
remain governed by the provisions in
force at the time of their conclusion,
whether the arbitration proceedings have
commenced or not.

Article 66:

The Act shall be published in the
Official Gazette and shall be in force as
of the first day of the month following
its publication.

Damascus 18/3/1429 Higg., 25/3/2008
Gregorian.

The President of the Republic
Bashar Al-Assad
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